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6. URBAN DEVELOPMENT OF UNIVERSITY CAMPUS AND

QUALITY ASPECTS OF ARTISTIC EDUCATION: 

A CASE STUDY OF PEJA 
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Abstract: Kosovo after the 1999 conflict was in a social, economic and environmental 

disadvantage. The creation of peace and stability depended on many actors such as UNMIK, 

whose mission was to achieve the overall goal of providing security and the normal living of 

all peoples in Kosovo and to achieve stability in South East Europe and the Balkans 

respectively. The research conducted in this paper reflects quality aspects in urban 

development of university campus and quality aspects of artistic education, especially in art, 

architecture, creativity, and regular meetings with focus groups, especially with residents of all 

settlements in Peja. The research methods consist of empirical observation in academia, 

observation of teaching methods, and promoting healthy academic campuses. Research 

concludes paper indicate that through urban development of university campus in Peja and 

quality aspects of artistic education in teaching methods as contemporary learning strategies 

strengthened with informal meeting places for education, can effectively present a urban plan 

methodology, hence, which can bring more clarity to the academia campuses and contemporary 

labor market. Furthermore, new academia campuses must involve a new closeness, a brand-

new teaching method, as a response to the future contemporary academic objectives 

strengthened with a quality aspect of artistic education, for which Peja municipality are very 

well known. Peja has had and actually has the two artistic branches with legacy in education, 

such are the school of Fine Arts and the school of Music. The two schools in which has attended 

the dozen renowned Kosovar artists, who now live and work across Europe. 
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1. Introduction

Kosovo after the 1999 conflict was in a social, economic and environmental 

disadvantage. The creation of peace and stability depended on many actors such 

as UNMIK, whose mission was to achieve the overall goal of providing security 

and the normal living of all peoples in Kosovo and to achieve stability in South 

East Europe and the Balkans respectively.244 UNMIK's work in Kosovo enabled 

the creation of Provisional Institutions of Self-Government of Kosovo of all 

ethnicities. Security in Kosovo is monitored by KFOR, which is an international 

peacekeeping force and is led by NATO.245 For the functioning of the Provisional 

Institutions of Self-Government in Kosovo, various Ministries had formed which 

began immediately with the process of drafting legal frameworks for each 

243 UN-Habitat. MSc., Spatial and Urban Planner from Prishtina, email: modest.gashi@unhabitat-kosovo.org,  

Assistante MSc., email: vlora.aliu@uni-pr.edu, Associate Professor PhD., University from Prishtina, Republic of 

Kosovo, email: bujar.bajcinovci@uni-pr.edu  
244 https://unmik.unmissions.org/mandate, 2019. 
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department.246 The Law on Spatial Planning No. 2003/14 is recognized as the first 

law on spatial planning that was drafted based on internationally accepted 

principles such as: Promoting Kosovo's common interests by protecting natural 

resources and supporting sustainable development, Promoting participatory 

democratic process and involvement in formulating development strategies and 

physical plans, Promote complete transparency in planning and decision-making 

by allowing participants access to the necessary data and maps, Promoting equal 

economic and social rights for all Kosovars, Promoting improved quality of life 

and balanced forms of housing, Promotion of harmonization with the principles 

and plans of the European Spatial Development. 

In another sense, the Law on Spatial Planning No. 2003/14247 was the 

transition from conventional planning to strategic and comprehensive planning. 

This obliged municipalities to develop their development plans at the municipal 

and urban levels as well as to develop regulatory plans for the different 

settlements. This shows, after many decades of centralized and conventional 

urban planning, municipalities are now independent in drafting municipal 

development documents which should be in line with the Kosovo Spatial Plan, 

which is drafted by the central level respectively by the Ministry of Environment 

and Spatial Planning.248 The transition from conventional to strategic planning 

was not easy. On the contrary, all municipalities of Kosovo and urban directorates 

had staff that was oriented on conventional planning. Building new capacities for 

strategic planning required a great deal of time and investment. 

Peja Municipality is recognized as a pioneer in the implementation of the 

Law on Spatial Planning 2003/14. Municipal interest in setting sustainable 

development directions through strategic and inclusive planning was not easy. 

There were many issues that had a negative impact on the spatial planning process, 

namely the drafting of the Municipal Development Plan and the Urban 

Development Plan, such are: Lack of local professional staff to lead the planning 

process, lack of contemporary knowledge and good practices in spatial and urban 

planning, lack of internal cross-sectoral cooperation for the development of the 

plan, lack of data on social, economic and environmental issues, lack of support 

of decision makers in the planning process, lack of data on potential stakeholders 

that may affect the development and implementation of the plan, resistance of 

conventional professional generations (internal and external) to strategic planning 

processes, refusal of participation of certain ethnic groups in the planning process 

and interventions of local UNMIK Administrators in the planning process. Since 

the above issues were a block in the development of development plans, some 

concrete steps have been taken to overcome them: Identification of internal cross-

sector professional capacities that can bring results in the process of drafting 

development plans, engagement of the EU consulting company to support the 

                                                             
246 Provisional Institutions of Self Government in Kosovo. 1999 
247 https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=2471 
248 Boussauw, K. (2012). Challenges, threats and opportunities in post-conflict urban development in Kosovo. 
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Municipality of Peja in the development of development plans and the use of 

contemporary best practices in the field of planning, building a Municipal 

Planning Team composed of municipal sectoral experts as well as potential 

external experts who contributed to the planning process, build bridges of 

cooperation with local NGOs and engage the municipal sectors to collect data 

from each sector with particular emphasis on social, economic and environmental 

areas. Various international programs have also been supported to support the 

process: Regular reporting by the Directorate of Urbanism on the process of 

municipal and urban planning and the establishment of a Steering Council 

composed of members of local political parties, identifying potential stakeholders 

to support the process. Local NGOs also play an important role in identifying all 

potential stakeholders, Integrating all professionals belonging to conventional 

generations (internal and external) into the various thematic working groups and 

engaging them in the strategic planning process, regular meetings with residents 

of other ethnicities and their engagement in decision making and report progress 

on a monthly basis to the local UNMIK Administrators on the development 

planning process. 

 

2.   Materials and Methods  

The research conducted in this paper reflects quality aspects in urban 

development of university campus and quality aspects of artistic education, 

especially in art, architecture, creativity and regular meetings with all 

stakeholders, with focus groups, especially with residents of all settlements in 

Peja. The research methods consist of empirical observation in academia, 

observation of teaching methods, and promoting healthy academic campuses. To 

perceive a clearer research data, exploring was made within: The municipality of 

Peja, faculty of Architecture, in the University of Prishtina, in the context of the 

possibilities for the improvement of the urban development, within actual and 

accredited academic frameworks. Continuing the process of developing plans, 

regular meetings with all stakeholders, focus groups, with residents of all urban 

and rural areas have highlighted problems that were not previously known.  

Addressing these problems also indicated the direction of development of 

the Municipality of Peja for the next two decades. Geographical position, natural 

resources, actual economic situation compared to the past and looking to the 

future, social and cultural life, very young population oriented local and 

international professional experts in the direction of future development of Peja 

Municipality tourism, agricultural development and light industry development 

(no pollution).  

These directions were also accepted by the decision makers who had 

committed that all the processes for drafting the development plans would end 

and continue with the process of implementing the plans. In fact, from these 
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directions of development the motto "Peja green and vital region" is created.249 

The key connecting point of the development directions mentioned above was the 

construction of new educated generations. Therefore, the Municipality of Peja in 

the next 20 years saw itself as a University City which would offer faculties 

oriented in tourism, economics and agriculture. Lack of property to build the 

University with all the necessary infrastructure was a major challenge. In general, 

all Municipalities in Kosovo lack municipal properties. The socially owned 

properties that operated until 1999 were under the management of the former 

Kosovo Trust Agency,250 which has made their identifications throughout the 

territory of Kosovo and privatized them for a period of 99 years. This privatization 

process, although seen as a promoter of the economic development of the 

municipalities, unfortunately resulted in the impoverishment of the 

municipalities.  

The lack of a clear strategy of the former. The KTA but also the KPA for 

monitoring privatized properties had a not so expected impact on the municipal 

and urban planning process. Therefore, the only alternative for Peja Municipality 

to plan the construction of the University campus was the former property. This 

property had only two reconstructed barracks. Now these rebuilt barracks were 

used. This year provided the Municipality of Peja with a good opportunity to take 

all the necessary steps for the sustainable development of the university campus. 

Therefore, when designing the urban development plan, this location is dedicated 

to the university campus, which will interrelate sport and tourism. 

Design and approval of Urban Development Plan provides development 

directions of neighborhoods within urban area. This means that detailed 

development for the coming years is carried out with lower level plans known as 

urban regulatory plans. As the area of the university contained both the 

development of sport and the development of tourism, there was a need to provide 

a clear vision for the development of this location. In fact, the purpose of visioning 

the site was to make a sustainability assessment for the university campus. This 

would be achieved by organizing a visioning workshop dedicated to the university 

campus. This workshop identified stakeholders from central level institutions, the 

University of Prishtina, civil society, local administration, local external 

professionals. The workshop was supported by the UN-Habitat program in 

Kosovo, which, with international professional support, enabled the Municipality 

of Peja to implement a modern, inclusive decision-making methodology.251 “The 

future art public won’t be a simple passive receiver, easy to manipulate, but, 

through a harmonious development of the soul functions and of the intellectual 

abilities, it will be able to develop its own creative, response and selection 

capacities for the messages coming from the social environment, messages that 

                                                             
249 https://kk.rks-gov.net/peje/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2018/04/Plani-zhvillimor-komunal_shqip.pdf, 2006. 
250 http://kta-kosovo.org/html/index.php  
251 UN, Habitat. (2008). https://unhabitat-kosovo.org/un_habitat_documents/handbook-on-visioning/ 
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can distort the perception of reality and of internal representations.”252 

 
Fig. no. 1. Peja Municipality, Urban districts and neighborhoods, area in acres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tab. no. 1. Students statistics of Municipality of Peja 

 

3. Discussions 

  The main principle of education policy is "Inclusive education", according 

to which all children and young people should be able to attend school. The 

lessons are held in Albanian, Bosnian and Serbian language. In special education, 

the lack of qualified staff that can create an appropriate educational environment 

for these children is very pronounced. Illiteracy is still present and more 

pronounced in the female gender. Illiteracy is usually higher in rural areas than in 

urban areas. The male-female ratio across school levels indicates that the 
                                                             
252 Paşca, Eugenia Maria. (2016). Variables and Constants in the curriculum for the music specializations of the 

Romanian University Education. Review of Artistic Education no. 11-12 2016, pp. 253-262. 

 

 Students 
Teaching 

Staff 
Students 

Students, 

Male 

Students, 

Female 
 

 100% 100% 52.37% 47.63% 

29. Primary Schools 15,000     

6. High Schools  5,283     

1. School of Music 175     

1. Special school for 

students with disabilities 
69     

Total  1,200 22,853 11,9733 10,880 
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percentage of females in education is lower. This is emphasized at all levels of 

education. Failure to attend school also affects distance from school facilities and 

not safety. In the municipality of Peja (for the year 2005) there are 38 schools, 29 

primary schools with a total number of students around 15,000, 6 high schools 

with 5283 students. Preschool 6 with 510 students. Two kindergartens with 365 

children. Lower School of Music, Special School for students with disabilities, 

and the Faculty of Management. Special education is organized for 69 children 

with disabilities. The Lower School of Music has a total of 175 students. The total 

are 22,853 students, of which 11,973 (52.37%) males and 10,880 females 

(47.63%). There are about 1,200 teachers and teachers without support staff. Also, 

there are three specialized courses at the University of Business School: 

1. Business Administration 

2. Applied Business Informatics and 

3. Management in tourism and catering. 

The investments made in the education of our municipality are mainly foreign 

donations, budget funds from the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 

and the Municipal Budget. During the post-war period, a four-grade primary 

school was built in Brolic, with USAID investment, a 4-grade school in Kotradic 

by the Danish DRC, another one in Leshan, by the Spanish Red Cross, four-grade 

schools in Rugova, in the villages of Bogë and Koshutan with Care-International 

investments, then the new eight-year school in Reka of Allages and the repair of 

8-year schools in Haxhaj and Drelaj. Crystal, donor of BB-Islamic. Most of the 

school buildings have been renovated with the help of NGOs. Action has already 

begun on equipping them with teaching aids. Special Regional Funds enabled the 

provision of facilities for children with disabilities, and equipment for school 

centers and sports halls. There is a need for curriculum and teaching methods to 

be further reformed. Continued attention should also be paid to the professional 

development of current university staff, as well as to the training of the new 

teaching staff for the university.249 Hence, the headed workshop was supported by 

the UN-Habitat program in Kosovo, with professional support, for the 

Municipality of Peja to implement a modern, and contemporary decision-making 

methodology. The visioning workshop, held in August 2007, was organized in 

several stages: 

1. Telling a location-related event, 

2. The main issues, 

3. Swot analysis, 

4. Location Vision 

5. Vision mapping, 

6. Harmonization of vision 

           The visioning process sparked debate among the attendees about the 

university campus. There were three sustainability factors that had to do with: The 

entire site with an area of 11 ha should be located only at the service of the 

university. The determination of local policy to stay behind campus development, 
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which also means allocating the budget for the construction of all infrastructure, 

To think beyond the limits of the campus, respectively, the relation with other 

parts of the city and to protect a part of the site's past identity, where all present at 

the meeting considered the site a dangerous military zone. To address the 

aforementioned issues, thematic working groups have been formed which have 

addressed this site in terms of: 

1. Networks - how the site will be networked with traffic infrastructure and 

technical infrastructure in and out of location, 

2. Nature and environment - impact of the location on the environment and the 

surrounding nature and promotion and implementation of the motto "Peja green 

and vital city", 

3. Housing and surroundings - connectivity between the territorial communities 

of Zatra, Centar, Bello Poja and Dardania, 

4. Services - that the location will provide within it and the connectivity with 

other existing services outside it. 

The final results of the working groups showed that the development directions 

of this area contained more in common (synergy) than in opposing (separator). 

Summing up all the points in common and overcoming the points of disagreement 

led to the vision of the site called the EST (Education, Sport and Tourism) area 

which has different meanings in many parts of the world where it should be noted 

in the Latin EST - it is , I'm (it's here, I'm here). Furthermore, the Joint statement 

for EST zone is: Educational, sports and tourism zones - "EST" will be developed 

in the wake of the Damned Mountains National Park, between the "Zatra" and 

"Dardania" neighborhoods, the "Karagaç Park" and the Bellopoja neighborhood, 

which will be attractive and easily accessible. Accessible from all other centers in 

the region. In 2015, the EST Center will be a part of the tourism offer, developed 

through the consolidation of the private sector and its promotion in the region. 

"EST" will be a place where nature and health come together, and this will create 

the future for the city. EST will be the brain center of Dukagjini, where young 

people will gain knowledge to cope with market demands. Continuing the process 

of drafting the plan at the regulatory level was challenging for the Municipality 

of Peja. The lack of knowledge about the sustainable development of a location 

where sports education and tourism are intertwined was quite challenging. 

Concrete and strict steps had to be taken, as the university campus should not be 

allowed to develop in a "casual" way. In 2009, following the departure of the 

former. The existing barracks have been taken over by the Faculty of Business 

which has been open in Peja since 1960. EST found no support from local 

Urbanism staff. This was due to the lack of experience and the courage to take 

responsibility from local staff for such an important development. The proposal 

of the local staff was that this area be open to different opinions and this means 

that there will be open international competition. The purpose of the competition 

was that besides getting different ideas of urban and architectural solutions, this 

competition will also be a good promoter of Peja. This idea was supported by 
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decision makers who allocate the necessary tools for organizing and running this 

event. 
Fig. no. 2. Peja Municipality, location of Zone EST presented at Europan 12 

 

          Since now, the Municipality of Peja was in a better position because the 

planned location for the university campus was used by the Faculty of Business, 

the Location Vision was defined, the concept of development through 

international competition was designed, then only the last step remained that all 

this work be harmonized with the legal framework, respectively with the Law on 

Spatial Planning. Therefore, the Municipality of Peja makes the decision to draft 

the Urban Regulatory Plan for the EST Zone, to open the way for the development 
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of the University Public Campus, the sports area and the baptized tourist resort 

named Borea which connects the city of Peja with the Borea tourist center in 

Kopranik.253 
Fig. no 3. Peja Municipality, Urban zone of University Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

4.  Conclusions 

As to be concluded, now in the EST Zone operates the Public University 

"Haxhi Zeka". The University Campus has always been focused on building of 

full-time study curriculum that would educate students with up-to-date 

professional qualifications that respond to the needs of economic development 

                                                             
253 https://www.borearesort.net  
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and contemporary business market. Findings in this paper indicate that through 

urban development of university campus in Peja and quality aspects of artistic 

education in teaching methods as contemporary learning strategies strengthened 

with informal meeting places for education, can effectively present a urban plan 

methodology, hence, which can bring more clarity to the academia campuses and 

contemporary labor market. Furthermore, new academia campuses must involve 

a new closeness, a brand-new teaching method, as a response to the future 

contemporary academic objectives strengthened with a quality aspect of artistic 

education, for which Peja municipality are very well known. Peja has had and 

actually has the two artistic branches with legacy in education, such are the school 

of Fine Arts and the school of Music. The two schools in which has attended the 

dozen renowned Kosovar artists, who now live and work across Europe.  
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