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Abstract: Currently, the education system in the Republic of Moldova is in a specific political, 

economic, value, demographic context and is periodically influenced by external factors: 

globalization, internationalization, computerization, etc. At the same time, there are continuous 

changes in the education system at the level of educational policies, in accordance with the 

political system of the Republic of Moldova: decentralization of managerial functions, financing 

the system per student, reconstruction of networks of educational institutions, resizing 

continuous training of managers and teachers. Through the reforms launched during 2009-2020 

by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova, in cooperation 

with development partners, they changed their emphasis in education in favor of quality and, 

respectively, the process of evaluating student results. Updating the National Curriculum made 

in accordance with the fundamental support Reference framework of the National Curriculum, 

Basic Curriculum: competency system for general education, analytical support School 

curriculum evaluation report, etc. and the managerial support provided by the Ministry of 

Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova, favored a modern educational 

system with obvious results in national evaluations.  

Key words: the education system, globalization, internationalization, computerization, results 

in national evaluations 

 

1. Introduction 

        Through the reforms launched during 2009-2020 by the Ministry of 

Education, Culture and Research of the Republic of Moldova, in cooperation with 

development partners, they changed their emphasis in education in favor of quality 

and, respectively, the process of evaluating student results. Updating the National 

Curriculum made in accordance with the fundamental support Reference 

framework of the National Curriculum, Basic Curriculum: competency system for 

general education, analytical support School curriculum evaluation report, etc. and 

the managerial support provided by the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Research of the Republic of Moldova, favored a modern educational system with 

obvious results in national evaluations.  

        The fact that the Republic of Moldova already has experience in three PISA 

evaluations (2009+, 2015, 2018) allows the realization of analytical and 

comparative studies of students' results; determining the internal and external 

indicators, which favored the increase or decrease of the students' results in 

relation to the characteristics of the school (high school, small school); the locality 

in which it is located; respectively, different results by gender (boys, girls); 

correlating the connection between life satisfaction; students' attitudes and 

educational achievements in the Republic of Moldova. In three out of five 
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educational institutions in the Republic of Moldova, the teaching-learning-

assessment process is affected by the lack of teachers and educational materials. 

 

2. Discussions 

Teachers are the most important resource of today's educational institutions. Many 

countries are trying to attract more people to the teaching profession not only to 

avoid teacher shortages, but also to expand teachers' knowledge and experiences, 

increasing the capacity of the education system to cope with student diversity. 

        An education system without highly qualified teachers will perform poorly 

compared to other systems. According to PISA 2018 data, in about 35% of the 

number of educational institutions in the Republic of Moldova the teaching 

process is affected by the lack of teachers. Compared to OECD countries, this 

figure is 7 percentage points higher. At the same time, rural educational 

institutions are affected by the lack of teaching staff more than urban ones. About 

38% of the number of principals of rural educational institutions and 27% of the 

number of principals of urban educational institutions reported facing this 

problem. However, the quality of teaching staff in the Republic of Moldova does 

not seem to be as big an issue as the lack of teaching staff. SOURCE: PISA 2018 

Results Program for International Student Assessment  

         The quality of training in the Romanian language and literature discipline. 

        In the PISA 2018 questionnaires, students were asked to what extent: clear 

goals for streamlining learning in the language of instruction; close monitoring of 

the evolution of learning outcomes; the appropriate pace and management of the 

situation in the classroom; clarity of presentation of learning contents, well-

structured lessons and comments during the lessons that inform and encourage the 

student; were present at the lessons. According to the results of the survey, 89% of 

students reported that the Romanian / Russian language and literature teacher sets 

clear goals for their learning, compared to 72% of students in OECD countries 

who reported the same. About 65% of the number of students said that at the 

beginning of each lesson the teacher recapitulates what they learned in the 

previous lessons (the percentage refers to those students who answered: "most 

lessons" or "each lesson"). About 63% of the number of students in the Republic 

of Moldova consider that their teachers offer individual help when there are 

difficulties in understanding a topic or a task, while, on average, in OECD 

countries, about 54% of the number of students reported the same situation. 

 

3. Results 

        Significant progress has been made in achieving the goal of ensuring that all 

students reach the minimum level of reading / reading competence, but the 

percentage of those with low results is high ...In the field that was emphasized in 

PISA 2018 - reading / reading, the performance of 15-year-olds in the Republic of 

Moldova increased compared to 2009, when the field of reading / reading was also 

the basic area in the evaluation of PISA. During the last decade, the Republic of 

Moldova has made progress in achieving the goal of ensuring that all students 

reach the minimum level of proficiency in reading / reading. 
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       The results of PISA 2018 show that the Republic of Moldova is among the 

four countries in the world, which have managed to reduce the percentage of 

students who do not reach the minimum level of competence, by more than 10 

percentage points. However, about 43% of the number of students in the Republic 

of Moldova do not reach the minimum level of reading / reading competence. A 

significant difference in the percentage of students who do not achieve the 

minimum level of competence in PISA is attested among students in urban and 

rural educational institutions. When reading / reading about 30% of the number of 

students in urban educational institutions are below the basic level of competence, 

then among students in rural educational institutions this percentage is about 

double (58% of the number of low-performing students when reading / reading). 

       The number of teachers is also decreasing due to the decrease in the number 

of students in the field of Education Sciences. Their number decreases every year, 

so that in 2015 there were 2523 students in this field, and in 2018 the number 

reached 1725. Therefore, ensuring the equity, the quality of resources invested in 

education from the perspective of the quality of training in the education system of 

the Republic of Moldova, must continue to be oriented towards: 

1. Increasing the attractiveness of the teaching profession in order to encourage 

young people to embrace this profession; 

2. Maintaining qualified teachers in the educational system. 

In this context, we note the gap in the number of students enrolled in national 

exams, which is decreasing due to the demographic situation in the country. The 

figure shows the information on the number of candidates for high school 

graduation exams for 2017-2019. 

 
Figure 1. Number of candidates evaluated at the high school graduation exam 

 

 
 

          In this order of ideas, for comparison, about 40.1% of high schools had less 

than 25 candidates. It is found that in many schools the number of students who 

completed high school in 2019 is low: of the 289 theoretical high schools, 52 had 

no more than 15 students, 64 had between 16 and 25 students, 111 had between 26 

and 50 students and only 9 had over 90 students. The figure below shows the 

averages of the grades at the high school graduation exams in the 2017-2019 

sessions. 
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Figure 2. Grade averages at the high school graduation exams in the 2017-2019 sessions 

 
 

5.  Conclusions 

1. The results of the survey of students, teachers, managers of PISA institutions 

are open, provide relevant data on the quality of training in the subjects evaluated, 

equipping educational institutions with educational materials, provide 

transparency and access to information on the relationship among the educational, 

financial, material and human resources, and the performances of the students 

from the Republic of Moldova. 

2. The situation of general education in the Republic of Moldova is marked by 

progress at the national level, as well as by a series of regressions at the 

international level. Currently, the Ministry of Education, Research and Culture is 

looking for solutions to close the gaps in the process of implementation, 

modernization, development of reforms. The existing legislation in the field of 

general education was amended and supplemented, new legislative and normative 

acts were elaborated. Education has been declared a national priority at the level of 

legislation, a series of programs and strategies are developed that aim to 

modernize education at all levels of schooling (preschool education, pre-university 

education, vocational secondary education, etc.). 

3. Modern educational policies are continuously implemented in the Republic of 

Moldova. In dynamics, the general education of the Republic of Moldova attests 

qualitative changes at the level of educational policies, which provide: 

decentralization of managerial functions, optimization of networks of educational 

institutions, resizing the continuous training of managerial and teaching staff, etc. 

The reforms launched during 2009-2020 by the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Research of the Republic of Moldova, change the emphasis in education in favor 

of quality and, respectively, the evaluation of students' results. 

4. There are fewer teachers in the education system than is needed, but in urban 

areas the situation is better than in rural areas. The teacher / student ratio, although 

increasing, is still optimal (1/12). 
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